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CAMPAIGN STEERING COMMIT TEE

DEAR FRIENDS,
At Settlement, we take enormous pride in our role as a cornerstone in our community’s 
educational and cultural life. For more than a century, we have invited students of all ages to play 
instruments, sing, dance, and engage in Creative Arts Therapy. Beginning with our Kaleidoscope 
Preschool Arts Enrichment Program and early childhood programs, we create pathways for a 
lifetime of participation in the arts.

We are driven by our core belief that creative arts education is for everyone. Settlement provides 
over 10,000 weekly services and $2.6 million in financial aid every year, and we have extended 
our reach more deeply into the communities we serve. Today, you will find Settlement in new 
places—schools, community centers, and health care facilities—throughout our region.

In the face of a global pandemic, Settlement has again demonstrated our commitment to 
accessible, creative arts education for all by establishing a virtual branch—Settlement Music 
Online, which now has more than 190 students in 14 states. Our faculty, therapists, students, and 
families have shown enormous creativity and resilience, ensuring that the power of creative arts 
education continues to enrich lives and bring joy during the most challenging of times.

TRANSFORMING LIVES — A $16 million major gifts campaign for Settlement Music 
School—was launched in 2017 to expand our School’s strategic priorities:

•   To design the future of music education through innovations in technology  
and instruction.

•  To create music in unexpected places in partnership with a diverse group of  
cultural and community organizations, firm in our belief that partnerships make  
us all stronger.

•  To lead nationwide change in music education, with a focus on equity  
and inclusion for all.

Thanks to the generosity of many, we have raised $12.8 million toward our goal. We extend 
our sincere thanks to all who have played a role in this success—our Board, our Campaign 
leaders, and most importantly, our donors. Their words, and those of our students—
highlighted here—show the power of a shared vision to transform lives. We invite you to be 
part of this new and exciting future for creative arts education.
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WHO WE ARE

• 170+ faculty and arts therapists

• Students aged 6 months to 95 years

• 60% of our students receive financial aid

• Highest accreditation through ACCPAS and NAEYC

WHAT WE DO

• Individual and group instruction

•  Instrumental ensembles in all genres

• Choirs

• Dance

• Advanced Study Ensembles

• Early Childhood Music

• Kaleidoscope Preschool

• Adult Chamber Players

• Creative Arts Therapy

• Recitals, workshops, master classes

    …and more!

WHERE WE ARE

•  5 branches in PA and 1 Community  
Partnership Branch in Camden, NJ  
serving thousands each week

•  50+ partnerships with community  
organizations throughout the region

•  Settlement Music Online, with  
190 students in 14 states and growing

SETTLEMENT 
TODAY

31
INSTRUMENTS TAUGHT

  MY SETTLEMENT 

TEACHERS WENT ABOVE AND 

BEYOND IN EVERY WAY. THEY 

CHALLENGED ME TO BE MY 

BEST, CREATED A SUPPORTIVE 

COMMUNITY, AND 

INTRODUCED ME TO CHAMBER 

MUSIC, MY GREATEST LOVE. IT 

WAS A MASSIVE GIFT. 

CLARE BRADFORD 
NEW WORLD SYMPHONY

YOUR GIFT WILL HELP 
US MEET OUR GOAL.
settlementmusic.org/transforminglives



REALIZING POTENTIAL

Since its launch 30 years ago, our Kaleidoscope Preschool Arts Enrichment 
Program has blossomed into a full-day, Head Start preschool, with seven 
classrooms at two of our branches. Every day, our preschoolers learn through 
the lens of art, music, and movement, an approach that has proven to nurture 
development and school readiness. Thanks to donor support, this ground-
breaking program is fully funded for its Head Start students for the first time 
in its history.

TOGETHER WE ARE  
T R A N S F O R M I N G L I V E S

CREATING A LEGACY

Alumna Adele Aron Greenspun celebrated her 80th birthday 
by endowing a scholarship. At age eight, Adele began 
studying piano and theory at Settlement, which set her on the 
path to become an artist. “Settlement gave me a wellspring of 
creativity. When my father died, they offered me a scholarship. 
I wanted to make that possible for another child.”

Larry Magid, a pioneer of Philadelphia’s live music scene, 
knows a thing or two about music. He and his wife, Mickey, 
have made a bequest to support our commitment to 
unlimited financial aid. He says, “Settlement has done right by 
a lot of people, and we are proud to have this association.”
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ENRICHING NEIGHBORHOODS 

In 2018, Settlement launched plans for a dynamic outdoor space at 
our Germantown Branch. Our dream was to integrate a stimulating 
play space, an outdoor classroom, and an informal performance 
venue for the entire community. With donor support, Playformance at 
Germantown was born and will begin construction this summer.

ADAPTING TO A NEW WORLD

Facing the pandemic, Settlement has found creative ways to 
bring music to our students and families. In just a few short 
days, our teachers went “virtual,” using the latest technology-
-including mobile teaching carts funded by donors--to 
continue vital lessons. We offered free original programming 
on Facebook Live for all ages, delivered instruments to 
students’ homes, and collaborated on a music production 
workshop with Drexel University’s ExCITe Center.  

Just as important, we are helping our students weather the 
stress of the pandemic. Faculty member Sandra Carlock 
noted, “My students have had little connection with other 
mentors, which makes it especially important that we are here 
for them!”  

HONORING FACULTY

From our preschool teachers to those who 
mentor our most advanced students, our faculty 
demonstrate extraordinary commitment and skill 
every day. They have guided our institution to 
ensure that our Teaching and Learning Philosophy 
fully supports today’s and tomorrow’s learners.

LEADING THE FIELD

The Philadelphia Music Alliance for Youth (PMAY) 
Artists’ Initiative is changing the face of classical 
music. Settlement leads a consortium of nine 
organizations, together creating a pathway to a 
professional music career for 5th to 12th grade 
students from underrepresented communities. 
The first of its kind in the nation, this program is 
funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.  
PMAY Artists receive mentorship and financial 
assistance for lessons, classes, ensembles, and 
summer programs. Many graduates have been 
accepted into top conservatory programs.

“PMAY is a great equalizer,” says PMAY Artist  
Blue Shelton. “It gave me the resources I need  
to succeed.”

EXPANDING HORIZONS 

Often our strongest impact is felt beyond 
our buildings. With more than 50 community 
partnerships — including schools, day cares, and 
retirement communities — Settlement works with 
each partner to customize a program, whether 
it is a drumline or a creative movement class.  
The William Penn Foundation has anchored 
our partnership expansion, helping to fund 
band, choir, and orchestra programs in seven 
Philadelphia schools.

Bonnie Greenberg, whose gifts have made 
possible our band partnership with Southwark 
School, notes, “I’ve been lucky enough to 
watch the kids during a rehearsal. An engaging 
instructor who is willing to give a child that kind 
of attention plus a musical instrument — that is 
just a recipe for success.”

  WHAT GREATER SATISFACTION 

CAN A PERSON HAVE THAN TO 

PROMOTE THE GROWTH AND 

WELL-BEING OF ANOTHER HUMAN 

BEING? THAT’S WHAT SETTLEMENT 

TEACHERS ARE DOING.  

PETER A. BENOLIEL  
BOARD CHAIR EMERITUS

  SETTLEMENT HOLDS A UNIQUE PLACE IN 

ARTS EDUCATION — IT HAS BEEN AROUND, IT 

HAS THRIVED, AND IT HAS REIMAGINED ITSELF 

FOR THE FUTURE. 

JIM BUCK, DONOR

250+
 DANCE STUDENTS

172
PIANOS

6
RECITAL HALLS LIVE & VIRTUAL 

EVENTS

225

2
ALUMNI WHO WON A 

GRAMMY IN 2021



$4 M

$8 M

$12 M

$16 M

PO Box 63966
Philadelphia, PA 19147

  39% Financial Aid

  27% Partnerships

  17% Faculty/Curriculum

  14% Endowment 

   3% Building Projects

YOUR GIFT 
MATTERS!
HELP US INVEST IN CREATIVE ARTS 

EDUCATION FOR THE FUTURE. 

TOGETHER WE CAN REACH  

$16 MILLION BY DECEMBER 2021.

LEARN MORE
   settlementmusic.org/transforminglives  

   amelia.schmertz@settlementmusic.org

   215.320.2682

WAYS TO GIVE
• Single or multi-year pledges

•  Gifts of stock

•  Naming opportunities

•  Bequests

  SETTLEMENT IS NOT JUST WHERE I HAVE 
LESSONS; IT IS MY SECOND HOME. 

GOAL

AREAS  
OF  

IMPACT


